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The growth in solar module production has been spectacular over the past two decades.  Annual year 
on year growth has been an astonishing 35% compound.  Grid parity is being achieved in many 
important markets and once subsidies are no longer required, the market is expected to grow even 
more strongly.  While silicon continues to retain its position as the leading installed technology, thin 
film devices have shown remarkable advances in both efficiency and cost reduction.  Photovoltaics is 
consequently not only a thriving multi-billion dollar industry, but also a hugely exciting and increasingly 
important area of research. 
Supergen SuperSolar Energy Hub is the primary EPSRC-funded project for photovoltaics research in 
the UK.  It provides financial support as well as a means for collaboration between the various UK 
university research groups working in photovoltaics along with key industrial partners, ensuring that 
the UK retains its position as a leader in solar energy research and development.  The following 
papers showcase some of the research being undertaken by SuperSolar Hub members including 
materials development and implementation, modelling and module characterisation. 
 
